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THANK YOU!
The World Tour organizing
team would like to thank
the Bay of Quinte Regional
Marketing Board for their
assistance. In addition to a
financial grant and subsidies
for numerous activities, they
have been very generous with
their time in helping us to plan
the tour.

We would also like to thank
the City of Greater Napanee
for generously agreeing to
sponsor the lunch at
the Old Hay Bay Church in
Adophustown.

Acknowledgments continue
on page 2

TOUR SPOTLIGHT: GRAY'S BEACH, IVY LEA,
1000 ISLANDS, AND MALLORYTOWN
On September 16, the tour continues from Gananoque (pronounced
“GAN-ə-NOK-way”) to Ivy Lea, stopping at Gray’s Beach for a midday
break. On September 17, the final day of the tour, crews row to the
Mallorytown Landing, stopping on Grenadier Island. The day
concludes with a Farewell Banquet at Kingston’s historic Fort Henry.

GRAY'S BEACH
Located just outside of
Gananoque on the St.
Lawrence River, Gray’s Beach is
a picturesque, sandy spot,
perfect for swimming or a
picnic. The site has a strict
“carry in, carry out” policy for
waste, to help keep the beach
beautiful. Thank you to 1000
Islands Tourism and
Visit1000Islands.com for
supplying us with information!
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IVY LEA
A charming hamlet on the shore of
the St. Lawrence River, Ivy Lea is
known for its marinas,
campgrounds, cycling paths, and
fine dining restaurants. This hidden
gem will provide excellent
opportunities for the
photographers on the tour! Thank
you to ThousandIslandsLife.com for
supplying us with information!

THANK YOU!
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THE 1000 ISLANDS
The 1000 Islands are a group of
more than 1,800 islands in the St.
Lawrence River, straddling the
border of Canada and the United
States. During the 19th century, it
was a fashionable retreat for the
wealthy elite, and large estate
homes and castles still dot the
islands’ shorelines. Today, the area
is a hub for outdoor activities
including boating, fishing, hiking,
camping, cycling, and golf. The
region is also home to the
Thousand Islands National Park,
one of the oldest national parks in
Canada. Thank you to 1000 Islands
Tourism and Visit1000Islands.com
for supplying us with information!
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With the support of the
Belleville Chamber of
Commerce and the Quinte
Rouge Paddling Club, tour
organizers were able to
put a booth up at the
Belleville Waterfront &
Multicultural Festival (July 7
to 11, 2022) to promote
the Quinte Watersports
Fair (September 10, 2022)
and the World Rowing
Tour.

Watch for more
advertisements about the
Fair at the Quinte Sports
and Wellness Centre and at
West Zwick’s Park, both
located in Belleville,
Ontario. Additional details
can be found on the Fair’s
Facebook page.

Phot o b y Justen Soule

MALLORYTOWN
Located in the scenic Front of Yonge Township along the
beautiful St. Lawrence River, Mallorytown was first settled by
United Empire Loyalists in 1784, although the region has
been home to a number of Indigenous communities for
thousands of years before the arrival of European settlers.
The village of Mallorytown is the largest community in the
township, which is also home to the Thousand Islands
National Park and Brown's Bay Provincial Park, as well as
private campgrounds, the Jones Creek walking trail system,
and the 1000 Islands Waterfront Trail, a 37 kilometer walking
and cycling path. The township is part of the Frontenac Arch
Biosphere Reserve, one of eighteen UNESCO Biosphere
Reserves in Canada.
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WORLD ROWING IN CANADA: A HISTORY
Bays and Islands 2022 will be the third World Tour hosted in Canada. This article, a first-hand account
written by Peter Bursztyn of the Barrie Rowing Club, outlines the history of row touring in Canada and
beyond! Frank Christie has also shared his article about the upcoming World Tour. Thank you Peter and
Frank!

OUR PARTNERS
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MEET THE TEAM
Planning a world tour takes a lot of work, and a lot of people! Meet more of the Bays and Islands
planning team!

CYNTHIA

Like many people, I learned to row at university. Unlike most people, I was 40
when I enrolled. I watched the boats on the river that ran through my campus,
and I thought I’d give it a try. I competed for a spot on the novice team and was
delighted when I made it. I was less delighted when I discovered that I would be
on the water at 5:30 every morning for the next 2 months, rain, snow, or shine.
By the end of that season, the sunrise was at the end of our row. Nevertheless, I
was bitten by the rowing bug, and when I graduated, I found a club near my
home. Through much patient coaching, I learned to be a competent sculler.
Then, I discovered touring and long-distance racing and this has translated into
many cherished friends and experiences.

My rowing started with bringing my daughters to high school regattas with the
Quinte Rowing Club in Belleville. This led to getting a better understanding of the
sport and assisting with coaching. Eventually I joined the Club Executive helping
to expand the Club facilities and various programs. Meeting Ernst Peters from
the Don Rowing Club was my first introduction to touring and eventually to
assisting with the first FISA tour in Canada, on the Rideau Canal. Ted Wolvers and
I spent many hours bringing the touring boats and trailer to various events,
especially the long trips to Sudbury to tackle black flies and assist Donna Speigel
with the development of the second FISA tour. Friendships created have also
allowed me to participate in a European tour to see how they are undertaken
there – almost a full circle from my first encounter with Ernst!I have rowed in
head races and other master’s events. I enjoy the endurance aspect of rowing at
various tours put on by OAR, and meeting the various people attending.

ARNOLD

Following family tradition, I took up rowing at University – that was 1969.
Somehow, I’ve never stopped! Eight clubs (for two of them, I was the founding
President), in four countries, over the years. I stopped sprint-racing years ago – I
was never very fast, anyway – and now I am a member of Ontario Adventure
Rowing and enjoy longer lower-intensity rowing. When somebody recollected
that Canada and OAR had hosted World Rowing Tours in 2002 and 2012, I
couldn’t stop myself from exclaiming “Let’s offer to do 2022 then! I know a
wonderful route!”

PETER
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK!
Have you joined the tour's Facebook event page yet? Find us at facebook.com/worldrowingtour22 to
connect with tour organizers and participants, share photos and stories, and to get all of the latest
updates!

HEART OF THE 1000 ISLANDS TOUR
This tour was our last in preparation for the World Tour. We used the route which will be rowed on
September 16, and two of the coastal coxed quads which will be used on the World Tour. We checked
that some of the ideas proposed for the World Tour would work, and everybody – including some who
were new to row-touring – enjoyed the day! You can find photos from the tour at
WorldRowingTour2022.ca
Kim describes her experience:
I started rowing nearly 15 years ago. I was initially drawn to rowing in an eﬀort to ﬁnd common ground
with my soon-to-be teenage daughter who started the sport. My thought was that it would be good to
have something in common as we navigated the tricky teenage years. During that time, she grew to love
the sport and continued on to compete at the college level. I too was hooked and within 3 years of joining
our local rowing team I found myself competing at the local, national and international levels. Whether
sprint races or head races, rowing competitively became a passion of mine. Fast forward to the pandemic,
where the ergometer and the single became my only options. I went two years without racing. I began to
see that slowing down in a shell was fun too.
Early Summer 2022, my friend Jane told me that there was an opportunity to participate in a dry run of the
2022 World Rowing Tour. I had no idea what to expect, but with my love of rowing and the St. Lawrence
River, it was a no brainer. The morning of the event, I checked the weather and became concerned when I
saw a forecast of sustained winds at 24 kph, with gusts up to 40 kph. In my experience, that was close to
“unrowable”. Fortunately, my nerves were eased once I saw the rowing shells on the trailer. Now those
were boats that could handle big water!
The enthusiasm of the participating rowers was contagious. I was still a bit concerned about the
conditions, but thought, "if we go down at least it’s with a fun group!" We encountered some choppy water
within 20 minutes of leaving the mainland. I was happy to see that the “beamy” vessels could handle the
chop well. Once I relaxed, I was able to see what a wonderful way coastal rowing was to enjoy my favorite
sport. From the amazing and outgoing group of rowers to the beautiful scenery of the St. Lawrence River
to the undeniably great workout, I can honestly say I am hooked! Thank you to the trip leaders, fellow
rowers and volunteers for allowing me to ﬁnd my next passion.
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