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Dry Run for Bays and Islands 2022 World Rowing Tour
On September 7, 2021, the first major event leading up to the 2022 Bays and Islands World Rowing Tour
got under way. Rowers from clubs around Ontario and across Canada travelled to Southeastern Ontario
to participate in the tour’s dry run. From September 7 to 11, twenty six rowers in five boats travelled
from Weller’s Bay to Gananoque, with stops in Brighton, Trenton, Belleville, Hay Bay, and Kingston.
The Bay of Quinte leg of the tour was based in Belleville. Crews began their first day at Weller’s Bay
before setting off for Brighton, where they were welcomed by Ben Hagerman, Manager of Economic
Development and Communication, and enjoyed lunch at the Harbourview Marina before appreciating
the calm waters in the Murray Canal. Crews were welcomed to Trenton by Mayor Jim Harrison and a
fleet of kayaks, stand-up paddle boards, and sculls from the Trenton Rowing and Paddling Club. A
welcome reception at the rowing club and an evening at the Signal Brewery capped off the day. Day two
found the crews making their way from Trenton to Belleville, accompanied by Quinte Search and Rescue
as they rowed to the Quinte Rowing Club for lunch and a naming ceremony for two new boats owned by
Ontario Adventure Rowing (OAR). These boats were named in honour of Donna Speigel (1943-2021) of
Sudbury, and Ted Wolvers of Belleville, both long standing members of OAR. Belleville Mayor Mitch
Panciuk joined OAR members past and present, along with friends and family of the honourees. The
third day of rowing, from County Shores to Hay Bay, was hampered by high winds. “It really put the
‘adventure’ into Ontario Adventure Rowing!”, wrote OAR member Shelagh Baker. Napanee’s Old Hay
Bay Church (1792) provided a welcome refuge. Day four brought another change of scenery, as crews
travelled by bus to a new home base in Kingston. Departing from the Kingston Rowing Club, the crews
headed for Gananoque, where they were guided into shore by a beautiful, vintage Gar Wood
Streamliner from the 1000 Islands Boat Museum. Overnight mooring was provided by the Museum,
along with an evening toast in the Museum’s riverside café. Day five began with a row to the calm
waters of Half Moon Bay, but plans to continue on to Ivy Lea were complicated by high winds and
waves, and crews ultimately decided to return to Gananoque. “Everyone arrived back safe and sound
with many stories, smiles and laughs to share”, wrote Baker. “Adventure rowing at its best!” For the
2022 tour, all boats will be ‘coastal quads’ (each with four people rowing and one steering) which are
designed for the worst wind and wave conditions likely to be encountered along this route, ensuring
that the planned destinations will be reached safely.
The planning teams, rowers and support crews offer their sincere thanks to the participating clubs, the
1000 Islands Boat Museum, the Old Hay Bay Church, and to everyone along the tour route who offered
support, encouragement, access to docks, lawns and washrooms, and welcoming smiles. The planning
team looks forward to welcoming the world in 2022.

About the World Rowing Tour
Each year World Rowing’s Rowing-for-All Commission sanctions a week-long tour somewhere in the
world. OAR’s proposal for 2022 was accepted by World Rowing, and the tour will be held from 10 to 17
September 2022. Fifty participants from all around the world will enjoy the rowing, the camaraderie, the
scenery, and the welcome to the Bay of Quinte and the 1000 Islands.
https://worldrowingtour2022.ca

About Ontario Adventure Rowing
The Ontario Adventure Rowing Association (O.A.R) promotes recreational rowing from leisurely rows
along Ontario's beautiful waterways, to more challenging coastal rowing on open lakes to long distance
rowing marathons, we have it all. http://adventurerowing.ca

